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The Economic State of Emergency under Libyan law.
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Abstract:

This research examines the provisions of the state of emergency in Libyan law, highlighting the concept of
exceptional circumstances in which ordinary constitutional principles are superseded by measures taken by the
executive authority to address the exceptional situation. These measures were previously regulated by Libyan law,
specifically by virtue of the Royal Decree of 1955, which remains in effect, and the Martial Law Decree, which was

repealed and replaced by the General Mobilization Law of 1991. The legal definition of the terms "necessity" and
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"martial law" was examined, along with the causes of a state of emergency and its formal and substantive conditions,
which are centered on internal security disturbances and war. In this context, it became clear that neither emergency
nor ordinary legislation addressed the causes of economic emergencies, but rather limited itself to stipulating
measures of an economic nature to address emergencies. The aspects of these measures were discussed, which are
limited to the seizure of food supplies and other materials (Emergency Decree of 1955), the mobilization of all
human and material resources to serve the war effort according to the Mobilization Law (Article 4), the determination
of methods and patterns of production, the use of raw materials, fuel, and supplies, their storage and consumption
quantities, and the supervision of service facilities. Productivity according to the Mobilization Law, which is the first
legislation concerned with regulating economic measures in a more conscious manner regarding the importance of
these considerations in emergencies. Economic measures were also addressed according to the State Financial
System Law and Banking Law No. 1 of 2005, as well as the imposition of exceptional taxes and their applications in
Libya, represented by the Jihad Tax and the Foreign Exchange Fee, and their effects on the Libyan economy from both

positive and negative perspectives. The research concluded by presenting a set of results and recommendations.
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