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Abstract:
This study explores the concept of educational time from an economic and strategic perspective, proposing a
conceptual shift from viewing time as a mere organizational constraint to understanding it as a form of strategic
capital within educational systems. The research adopts the “Economics of Educational Time” framework,
conceptualizing the time envelope as a critical resource affecting learning efficiency, equity, and policy effectiveness.
The study uses a theoretical-analytical approach, drawing on human capital theory, school learning models, and
contemporary educational effectiveness research. It examines the gap between allocated instructional time and
effectively utilized learning time, identifying this discrepancy as a key structural weakness. Furthermore, it develops
an integrated analytical model, the Time Capital Efficiency Index (TCEI), combining efficiency, productivity, quality,
and equity dimensions.
Findings show that improving the quality and utilization of educational time is more impactful than increasing its
quantity. Time inequities contribute significantly to educational disparities, necessitating policy frameworks that
prioritize time governance alongside financial and human resource planning. The TCEl model provides a practical

tool for optimizing educational time as a strategic asset.
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