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A study on fungal diseases prevalent on the foliage of carob trees Ceratonia ssiliqua in the

Mansoura/Shahhat region of Libya
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Abstract

The carob tree is considered an important forest tree globally and locally, and one of the important forest trees in the
Al-Gabal Al-Akhdar region. These trees have many benefits; they are used as a source of animal fodder and are also an
important resource in beekeeping, as bees collect pollen from them, In addition, honey known as "shabrou honey" is

extracted from their flowers.Carob syrup, extracted from its mature pod which is used as food and medicine.
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During a field visit, it was observed that these trees were infected with several diseases, specially fungal and bacterial
ones, This manifests as spots on the leaves due to the death of infected tissues, white growth consisting of masses of
mycelium and fungal spores, cankers on the stems and branches, and also fruit infection and deformation and lost
nutritional value. therefore, this study conducted, which aimed to isolate and identify the pathogens of fungal diseases
on this tree, as well as testing the pathogenicity of the isolated fungi. The results showed the appearance of white flour-
like growth on the surface of the infected leaves, which consists of masses of fungal spores of Pseudoidium
ceratoniaeon fungus which caused the powdery mildew disease.

As well a Alternaria leaf spot disease caused by Alternaria on leaf surface and canker disease caused by fungus
Hendersonula torulaides. on branches and stems which was in the form of dead tissues with sunken areas on branch
and stems, accompanied by the death of branches above the canker, this result probable the first report of this fungus

on carob tree in Libya.
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