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Abstract

This research examines the impact of legal legislation on achieving social and political stability in ancient Babylonian
society, through a critical and comparative reading between the earliest known Sumerian legal code (the Code of Ur-
Nammu) and the more mature and comprehensive Babylonian code (the Code of Hammurabi). The study aims to trace
the conceptual evolution of justice in Mesopotamia and the transition from the philosophy of "compensatory justice”
based on financial fines to "retributive justice” based on the principle of lex talionis (an eye for an eye). The research
employs an integrated methodology combining historical, comparative, critical-legal, and socio-analytical approaches,
relying on translations of original cuneiform texts, archaeological clay tablets of judicial records, and ancient

inscriptions, most notably the Stele of Hammurabi.
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The research problem lies in the scholarly gap regarding the actual effectiveness of codified laws in real-world social
control within Babylonian society, and whether the severe shiftin penalties under Hammurabi reflected a response to
complex demographic and class transformations rather than mere theoretical texts. The significance of this problem
lies in opening a broader inquiry into the role of legislation in shaping social structures, not merely reflecting them.
Was the law an active tool in building stability, or was it a means of preserving a system based on hierarchy and class
disparity?

The study reached several key findings that will be presented in the conclusion.
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