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The Reality of Water Resources in Ifrigiya: A Study of the Interaction Between the Legislative

Framework and Geographical Reality During the Early Islamic Era (27—296 AH / 647—909 CE)
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Abstract;

The Islamic conquest brought about a qualitative leap in the dynamics of interaction and governance between
the ruler and the ruled. The ruled embraced and integrated the new authority’s legislation into their daily lives
and property management. The primary catalyst for this acceptance was the legislative authority’s profound

grasp of Ifrigiya’s geographic and environmental realities—characterized by acute water scarcity and reliance

A

[240]
$2026 s (2) AG Aad)  (2) A 2 Tl g ALyl pglall il olh) Al


mailto:ak@gmail.com

IO Blpaztl a8l o1lg Aeasy 41 Aaglaill oy JoLasll
(909 - 647 / 2296-27 J¥! oM}l yianll)

on traditional hydraulic infrastructure (such as natural springs, wells, and irrigation canals)—which made
water management the region's most critical challenge.

Consequently, the local administration recognized the imperative to regulate this geographic setting,
leveraging a legal framework whose inherent flexibility harmonized Islamic jurisprudence with regional
customary law regarding water governance. This synthesis successfully resolved long-standing disputes over
water rights. The local population was not coerced into submitting to these regulations; rather, they willingly
accepted them because they stemmed from their own environment and customary traditions, which the
legislative system formally recognized as an authoritative baseline for structural organization. Thus was
established a body of water law governing urban development—for no urban civilization can thrive without
regulating water drainage, safeguarding hydraulic systems, and enforcing deterrent penalties against
violators.

In this manner, water disputes were settled on the basis of legal rights established by a legislator who
prioritized the supreme public interest over individual gains. This laid a durable legislative foundation that
remained the pillar and primary source of law in Ifrigiya through to the modern era. It rested on codifying the
principle of the inviolability of water source zones (Haram), regulating the construction of hydraulic facilities,
and ensuring equitable water distribution. Thus, it was not merely a transmitted oral custom, but a codified
written law that consciously interacted with the region's physical geography, embodying the rigorous

standards of scientific methodology.
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