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Abstract;

One of the implications of the principle of state sovereignty over territory is that the state enjoys full autonomy in
managing its internal and external affairs, together with the rights and obligations these entail. However, the rapid
changes the world is witnessing today across various fields have cast a shadow over the previously prevailing concept
of state independence and respect for sovereignty, which has significantly affected the general concept of the nation
state.

Since the state is a subject of public international law, it enjoys its own legal personality within the international
community. Despite the importance of this for all states, they may undergo political and economic changes that affect
their legal personality. At times, a state may even disappear as a fully constituted legal entity within the international
system. This results in the transfer of all or part of its rights and obligations to another state, known as the successor
state, a process referred to in international custom as state succession.

Among the direct causes of state succession and the erosion of the state is the state’s own relinquishment of part or all
of its sovereignty, whether voluntarily or under compulsion, in favour of another state or of what are now known as
economic blocs. This has contributed directly to the decline of the state's traditional role in managing its own affairs.
Because the state constitutes a fundamental pillar of the international community as a subject of public international
law, state succession has emerged as one of the most important topics in international law. It is the most coherent
framework for examining and regulating all the legal consequences arising from the total or partial transfer of state
sovereignty, together with the resulting rights and obligations.

This study therefore examines the concept of succession, defines its legal nature and the legal consequences arising

from it, and outlines its types, as a contribution to enriching Arabic legal scholarship.
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