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Abstract;

The study is primarily based on the idea of repositioning the legal status of the addict, beginning with a reconsideration
of criminal liability in cases of addiction and drawing upon the philosophy of the best-interests principle as a governing
criterion for criminal intervention.

The research aims to contribute to humanizing the legislative and judicial roles in addressing the issue of addiction.
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The study adopts the deductive approach, supported by the historical and comparative approaches. It is structured
around two main axes: the first addresses the theoretical framework, while the second examines the practical
framework.

Among the most significant findings of the research is the need to activate and redirect the legislator’s will toward more
effective criminal policies for addressing addiction. This may be achieved by legislatively neutralizing criminal liability,
notwithstanding the recognition of its practical dimension, and by treating addiction as a state of criminal
dangerousness. This approach is premised on the necessity of breaking the traditional link between criminal
dangerousness and criminal liability as a basis for developing a new conceptual framework, and of viewing addiction
as a pathological condition requiring treatment. This constitutes one of the approaches proposed by the study. The
study also proposes an alternative approach consisting of retaining criminal liability in a subsidiary capacity, aimed at
ensuring compliance with treatment.

The study further examines the effect of establishing addiction at the various stages of criminal proceedings and the
resulting referral for treatment, with the outcome of the proceedings or the sentence varying according to whether or
not the individual complies with the treatment program. It also emphasizes the importance of aftercare and social

reintegration as an extension of the treatment-oriented policy.
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