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This paper looks at the condition of Italian schools in Libya under Fascist rule, tracing their development up through
the Second World War, when Libya turned into a battleground and power passed into the hands of new British and
French colonial administrations whose policies then reshaped the fate of those schools. The topic matters because it
brings into focus a period thick with political and military upheaval in Libya, and because it lets us trace how the
dramatic changes brought on by the war, and the shift from one set of colonial rulers to another, played out for ltaly's
schools in the country. Part of what makes the subject worth pursuing is the need to follow what became of these
schools during and after the collapse of Fascist influence and its ultimate defeat, and after British and French
administrations moved in. The paper sets out to examine how these schools carried out Italy's policy of “ltalianization,”
and to weigh the effects that followed once the war reached Libyan soil. Its central question is straightforward: how
did Fascist ltalianization policy shape Italian schools in Libya, and what did the outbreak of the Second World War
mean for them? The study draws on the descriptive-analytical historical method to follow this development, together
with a comparative approach that sets the schools before and after the transfer of power to the British and French
administrations side by side. What emerges is that these schools were never simply places of education — they served
as a political and ideological instrument for carrying out ltalianization and for eroding the Arab and Islamic identity of
Libyan society. The main finding is that ltalian authorities kept these schools a priority right up until the war ended, at

which point their role faded away.
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